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Moving into F2

The transfer to full-time, compulsory school is a very large and significant change in a young child’s life. Your child will have many challenges to face during the first few weeks at school and the aim of this booklet is to give some information to parents so that they can help and support their child through this crucial time. 

Although most children will have attended F1 (nursery)  and will have been part of our structured transition program, the change to full time school can still be very tiring. 

The information included is intended to help you feel confident about your child starting school so that he/she will feel the same.

We believe happy parents make happy children. So please feel free to ask if you have any concerns (however small!) or need further information.
The Reception Unit

The Reception unit is staffed by an established team of experienced early years practitioners. The team comprises of Mrs Sewell, Mrs Waller and Mrs Bracken.

The Reception unit is based in Burnaby building and has access to a number of teaching areas.

· Red Base downstairs teaching areas

· Upstairs Red Base- for quieter, small group activities

· Back and front playgrounds-for lunchtime and outdoor play

· Burnaby Hall-for P.E, lunchtime and assembly
· ICT suite in the junior building
· Wildlife garden-for horticultural and nature activities during outdoor play

At the start and end of the day all the F2 (reception) children will be brought together. For the part of the day they will have access to a range of the different teaching areas and work with members of the Reception Unit Team.

The Foundation Stage curriculum is planned in great detail to ensure that the six areas of learning are catered for, and that the provision of activities meets the needs of the children. 

The activities provided include structured play, adult led activities, small/large group discussions, free play and directed tasks. Regular assessment occurs to ensure that provision of activities meets the children’s needs, and progress is being made, or difficulties can be addressed.

The Foundation Stage

The Foundation Stage begins when a child reaches the age of three, when many children attend nursery or pre-school. It continues throughout their time in F2 where it begins to prepare the children for their learning in Year 1.

The Foundation Stage curriculum is divided into six areas of learning. 

· Communication, language and literacy- which includes speaking and listening, reading and writing

· Mathematical development-which includes counting, sorting, matching, pattern, number, shape, spaces and measures

· Knowledge and Understanding of the world- which includes aspects of science, history, geography, design and technology, and information technology

· Physical development- which includes control and confidence in they way children move and the way they handle tools and equipment

· Creative development which includes art, music, dance, role-play and imaginative play

· Personal, social and emotional development

  Monitoring a child’s progress throughout the foundation stage is very important to ensure a child is making progress and to identify any areas where they may be having difficulties.

We use detailed record systems to ensure that the transition between F2 and Year 1 is smooth and the needs of all children are addressed. These records will form the basis of your child’s school report and will also be used to inform your child’s next teacher.

Times of the School Day

8.45


Cloakroom doors Open

8.50


Cloakroom doors Close

12-1


Lunchtime

1


Afternoon Registration

3.15


Home time

General Information

Dinner money

Dinner money should be paid on Monday and Wednesday mornings for the days your child is staying that week. Money should be placed in a sealed, labelled envelope. A member of staff will be in the hall to collect it.

Weekly school lunch menus are displayed in the hall.

Packed lunches

We are keen to promote healthy eating amongst our children and a balanced lunch is an essential part of this. Please do not send fizzy drinks. We also strongly discourage the inclusion of any sweets.

Milk

Children are entitled to free milk in school until their fifth birthday. After that a charge has to be made. Individual information letters will be provided for each child.

Snack time

Our school is participating in the School Fruit and Vegetable scheme which provides a free piece of fruit or vegetables for your child every day, therefore children do not need to bring a snack or snack money.
Medicines

Schools are not normally responsible for administering medicines. If it is absolutely unavoidable parents must come in to school and fill in an official from before any medicine can be administered to their child. These forms are available from Mrs Wilson in the school office.

Provision will be made for any child with long-term medical needs. Please make an appointment to see the head teacher to discuss any long-term arrangements.

Code of dress

Our school code of dress consists of 

· Navy jumper/cardigan/sweatshirt

· Navy/light blue/white shirt/polo shirt/T shirt

· Navy, black or grey trousers or skirt. (no jeans)
· Blue and white checked summer dresses
· Dark sensible shoes

· Long hair should be tied back

Clothing bearing the school logo can be ordered via school. Samples and order forms are available in school.

Naming of clothes

Children wear very similar looking clothes, including coats and outdoor clothing and on occasion these do go missing or get mixed up with another child’s clothing. Please make sure that coats, plimsolls, wellingtons, jumpers, T-shirts etc. are clearly named so that it is obvious who the owner is, and any lost items can be promptly returned.

Jewellery

We strongly discourage the wearing of any jewellery.

Children with pierced ears may only wear studs, which must be removed on PE days.

Reading at home

Your child will bring home a range of reading materials and activities on a daily basis. Please try to share these with him/her. School book bags can be purchased from Mrs Wilson. A Reading record book is also sent home on a daily basis for you to make a short comment when you have heard your child read. 

Open Nights

Parents receive invitations to open nights to discuss their child’s work and progress in the autumn term and around the middle of the summer term.

Reports

The foundation stage profile report will be sent out to all Reception children at the end of the summer term. This type of report shows your child’s progress throughout the foundation stage (F1 and F2).

Home-school agreement
All parents will be asked to sign a Home-school agreement.

Reference copies will be displayed around school.

Parent help

We welcome parents to help in school, with the children or with other tasks. If you are able to help, speak to any member of staff to discuss possibilities.

P.E

F2 children will have weekly PE lessons in the hall in Burnaby Building. They will need a PE kit consisting of

· Dark coloured shorts

· White T-shirt

· Well fitting PE pumps (no laces please)

All jewellery must be removed for PE lessons.

Security

For the safety of all our children the main doors will be locked at 8.50. If you require access to the building after this time entry can be gained by a key fob from the juniors. The key fob is for the playground door of Red Base.

Collection of children

F2 children can be collected after school via the playground door in Red Base. If someone else is picking up your child please let one of the Reception Team know. 

Late collection of children can be very distressing for the child. If delay is unavoidable please contact the school as soon as possible so that alternative supervision can be made. This may not always be within the Reception Unit.

Photographs/Videos

We will be sending a form that gives consent for photographs and videos to be taken. These will only be used for assessment/record keeping and school use (e.g. displays). This also gives permission for parents to video school events such as Christmas productions and Sports Day. 

Visits and Outings

As part of the curriculum children may go on various outings and visits, ranging from trips on the local bus or Supertram to full days out by coach.

Before each visit/outing a letter giving information will be sent to all parents of children involved. This letter will have a section that parents must sign to give their consent for their child to go on the visit. This is a legal requirement and if the slip is not returned the child will not be able to go.

Often parents intend their child to go but forget to return the slip. This means that staff have to waste a great deal of valuable time trying to track down parents who may not be obtainable at that point in time. Whilst this is happening children may be very upset and if the parent can not be contacted the child cannot go on the visit.

To prevent this happening please return all slips as soon as possible.
In accordance with LEA regulations Walkley School only hires coaches with seat belts for all the children. 

Staff will insist that all children wear their seat belts at all times.

Local visits

Parents will be asked to sign a consent form for local visits (no transport involved) on an annual basis.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
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